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Synopsis

The Easiest and Fastest Way to Learn Spanish Did you know that Spanish is the worlda ™s second
most commonly spoken language? For Americans, itd ™s one of the easiest to learn, and you
wona ™t find anything faster or easier than the PimsleurA® Method. Even knowing a little bit of
Spanish will make travel to Latin America or Spanish-speaking countries a breeze. Whether you
want to travel, communicate with friends or colleagues, reconnect with family, or just understand
more of whatd ™s going on in the world around you, learning Spanish will expand your horizons
and immeasurably enrich your life. The best part is that it doesna ™t have to be difficult or take
years to master. Thirty minutes a day is all it takes, and we get you speaking right from the first day.
Pimsleur courses use a scientifically-proven method that puts you in control of your learning. If
youé ™ve tried other language learning methods but found they simply didna ™t stick, then you
owe it to yourself to give Pimsleur a try.Why Pimsleur? - Quick + Easy a “ Only 30 minutes a day. -
Portable + Flexible & “ Core lessons can be done anytime, anywhere, and easily fit into your busy
life. - Proven Method a “ Works when other methods fail. - Self-Paced & “ Go fast or go slow a “

itd ™s up to you. - Based in Science a “ Developed using proven research on memory and learning.
- Cost-effective a “ Less expensive than classes or immersion, and features all native speakers. -
Genius & “ Triggers your braind ™s natural aptitude to learn. - Works for everyone & “
Recommended for ages 13 and above.Whata ™s Included? - 30, 30-minute audio lessons - 60
minutes of reading instruction to provide you with an introduction to reading Spanish designed to
teach you to sound out words with correct pronunciation and accent - in total, 16 hours of audio, all
featuring native speakers - a Reading Booklet and Usera ™s GuideWhat Youa ™Il Learn In the first
10 lessons, youa ™Il cover the basics: saying hello, asking for or giving information, scheduling a
meal or a meeting, asking for or giving basic directions, and much more. Youa ™Il be able to handle
minimum courtesy requirements, understand much of what you hear, and be understood at a
beginning level, but with near-native pronunciation skills. In the next 10 lessons, youa ™Il build on
what youa ™ve learned. Expand your menu, increase your scheduling abilities from general to
specific, start to deal with currency and exchanging money, refine your conversations and add over
a hundred new vocabulary items. Youa ™Il understand more of what you hear, and be able to
participate with speech that is smoother and more confident. In the final 10 lessons, youa ™Il be
speaking and understanding at an intermediate level. In this phase, more directions are given in the
target language, which moves your learning to a whole new plane. Lessons include shopping,
visiting friends, going to a restaurant, plans for the evening, car trips, and talking about family.

Youa ™Il be able to speak comfortably about things that happened in the past and make plans for



the future. Reading Lessons are included at the end of Lesson 30 to provide you with an
introduction to reading Spanish. These lessons, which total about one hour, are designed to teach
you to sound out words with correct pronunciation and accent.The Pimsleur Method We make no
secret of what makes this powerful method work so well. Paul Pimsleur spent his career researching
and perfecting the precise elements anyone can use to learn a language quickly and easily. Here
are a few of his & cesecretsa «:The Principle of Anticipation In the nanosecond between a cue and
your response, your brain has to work to come up with the right word. Having to do this boosts
retention, and cements the word in your mind.Core Vocabulary Words, phrases, and sentences are
selected for their usefulness in everyday conversation. We dona ™t overwhelm you with too much,
but steadily increase your ability with every lesson.Graduated Interval Recall Reminders of new
words and structures come up at the exact interval for maximum retention and storage into your
long-term memory.Organic Learning You work on multiple aspects of the language simultaneously.
We integrate grammar, vocabulary, rhythm, melody, and intonation into every lesson, which allows
you to experience the language as a living, expressive form of human culture.Learning in Context
Research has shown that learning new words in context dramatically accelerates your ability to
remember. Every scene in every Pimsleur lesson is set inside a conversation between two people.
There are no drills, and no memorization necessary for success.Active Participation The Pimsleur
Method + active learner participation = success. This method works with every language and every
learner who follows it. You gain the power to recall and use what you know, and to add new words
easily, exactly as you do in English.The Spanish Language Spanish is the official language of 19
Latin American nations, as well as Spain, the Dominican Republic, and Cuba. Further, itd ™s one of
the six official languages recognized by the United Nations. Pimsleur&#39;s Spanish programs
teach an educated Latin American Spanish, featuring speakers from Colombia and Mexico.
Students can expect to understand the lessons clearly and to be understood by Spanish speakers
everywhere.Tech Talk - CDs are formatted for playing in all CD players, including car players, and

users can copy files for use in iTunes or Windows Media Player.
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Customer Reviews

There is little doubt that The Pimsleur CDs for Spanish | will get you off the ground and learning
Spanish painlessly (if not exactly rapidly). If the thought of learning Spanish while being stuck in
rush hour traffic, or driving across country, is appealing to you, then Pimsleur is the good
stuff.Having said that, | think it pays to be aware of a few things before making the Big
Purchase.Because the price tag for these CDs is high, you might find it helpful, as | did, to try
Pimsleur’s "Quick and Simple" set of CDs for Spanish first. Those CDs duplicate (with minor
differences) the first 8 lessons of the Spanish | collection. So if you wish to be cautious, that is
probably the best way to get started with Pimsleur products, rather than buying the more expensive,
more comprehensive products right away. You'll get a sense of whether this is the route you want to
go if you want to learn more Spanish.Whether you start with the Spanish | package, or the Quick
and Easy CDs, you will be exposed you to the heart of what makes the Pimsleur method unique
and painless. The approach is based on (1) The Principle of Anticipation (a mastery technique that
is different than rote recall), (2) Graduated Interval Recall (an approach that provides new stuff to
memorize at optimal intervals), (3) Core Vocabulary (an efficient, optimal selection of a small
number of key words that you need to know, as opposed to an extensive vocabulary), (4) and
"Organic Learning" (learn speech, eg sound, rhythm, intonations, as opposed to a bunch of textbook
gramatical rules). | should add that there’s something subtly humorous about the content of the

CDs, so if you have a sarcastic or wicked sense of humor, you won'’t be totally bored.

This is James from James Spanish (the learning Spanish blog). Pimsleur courses have been trusted
by language students for decades, and are known to be one of the most complete and effective
courses available for learning a second language. Taught entirely via audio, there are no textbooks,
no work sheet, no written lessons at all. This makes it not only ideal for busy students who want to

learn while they are driving, exercising or working but also for students who have a natural dislike



for reading and writing. The aim of the course is to get students speaking Spanish comfortably and
confidently, without worrying about spelling or penmanship.Here are the pluses and minuses of
Pimsleur SpanishPlus #1: Student-Friendly Method of TeachingPimsleur Spanish does not rely on
repetitive drills or lists of words that have to be remembered by rote. Instead the vocabulary,
grammar and sentence structure are taught naturally, as a child would learn from listening to people
talk, and repeating the words and phrases back. Each lesson is an easily digestible thirty minutes,
and never overloads you with too much information. The course is designed for one lesson to be
studied each day, giving you a steady but manageable pace. Level 1 is an excellent introduction for
beginners, and will give a solid foundation of pronunciation, essential grammar and a basic
vocabulary without overwhelming.Plus #2: Logical Method of TeachingThe lessons follow a logical
pattern, allowing you to build on the knowledge from each previous lessons as you progress. Since
each lesson is short, the course is great for those who can’t devote a large amount of time to

studying a new language, but who are serious about learning Spanish.

| have completed all of the three main levels of Pimsleur Spanish as well as Pimsleur Spanish plus.
| have been studyingSpanish on my own since early 2002. | would consider myself somewhat
proficient but far from fluent. | am going to attempt to compare Pimsluer Spanish with some of the
other courses that | have used and that are available here on .Compared to Rosetta stone, | would
consider Pimsleur a lot more fun. Rosetta Stone was a rather tedious course. And the morefun a
course is, the more that you will study with the course. The advantage that Rosetta Stone Spanish
has over Pimsleuris that you will learn more vocabulary. Also if you are a visual learner you will
make progress quicker with Rosetta Stone because Pimsluer Spanish is all audio. Pimsluer Spanish
is also a lot more "convenient" than Rosetta Stone because Pimsleur Spanish can be used in your
car or even your ipod. However, Rosetta Stone Spanish requires you to sit in front of a computer. In
any case, Rosetta Stone makes an excellent compliment to Pimsleur Spanish or Learning Spanish
Like Crazy.Compared to Learning Spanish Like Crazy, | would consider Pimsleur easier to master. |
was able to complete the Pimsleurmaterials by going through them just once or twice. On the other
hand, | had to go through the Learning Spanish Like Crazymaterials as many as five times before |
felt comfortable enough with the material to move on to the next lesson.Arguably, that's because
LSLC covers more vocabulary and grammar than Pimsluer Spanish. Clearly, one advantage that
Learning Spanish Like crazy has over Pimsleur Spanish is that it offers much more vocabulary. The

vocabulary in Pimsleur was also a bit archaic and just too formal.
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